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Who am I? 

¥! Managing Principal of Colibri Solutions LLC 
Ð! 20-year FileMaker Pro developer 

Ð! FBA member since 1998 
Ð! Over 75 custom FileMaker Solutions 

Ð! RPMª product family for research institutions 

¥! And in no particular order: New Yorker, Mac addict, 
Wine lover, Multilingual, Manchester United fan 



FileMaker Go/Pro Integration: 
Session Goals 

¥! Discuss good uses for FileMaker Go solutions 

¥! Explore PMD Mobile, an integrated FileMaker Go/Pro 
solution in use by one of our clients today 
Ð! Talk about the FileMaker Pro solution lifecycle 

Ð! Review FileMaker Go/Pro integration techniques 

Ð! Check out 3rd party technologies that add real value 

¥! Show how FileMaker Go can transform a business 



When Should I Use FileMaker Go? 

¥! Extend an existing FileMaker Pro solution to iOS 
Ð! Keep layouts, scripts the same as much as possible 

¥! Create a new application entirely with FileMaker Go 
Ð! Mobility is a key consideration 

¥! Add functionality to an existing FileMaker Pro solution 
by creating a sibling FileMaker Go solution   
Ð! Use FileMaker Go to solve problems that require the unique 

form factor and mobility of iOS devices !  PMD Mobile  



Our Client:  
PMD Promotion 

¥! PMD Promotion  www.pmdpromo.com 
Ð! Marketing company in 20+ US markets 

Ð! PMD distributes posters & other promo 
materials for clients 

Ð! 35K+ venues organized into local routes 

Ð! Campaigns operate in one or more markets 

Ð! 70+ display reps distribute materials,  
record data & take photos 

Ð! PMD provides frequent,  
data-intensive reports 



PMD Promotion:  
Before FileMaker Pro 

¥! PMD had many classic data management problems: 
Ð! Data was entered & maintained in multiple Office docs 

Ð! Totals from different files/applications were never the same 
Ð! Contracts and reports were assembled in Quark Xpress in a 

process that took hours 
Ð! Photos were everywhere and not directly connected to data 

¥! PMD had great difficulty executing its growth plans 



PMD Promotion:  
FileMaker Pro Transforms A Business 

¥! 2007 Ð 2010: FileMaker Pro solution 
Ð! Replaced Word, Excel, & Quark Xpress 

Ð! FileMaker Pro 8.5 !  11 
Ð! Contract & report automation in FileMaker Pro 

Ð! Automatic route mapping, photo resizing,  
web report uploads, & consumer activity reports 

¥! Long-term benefit: FileMaker Pro enabled 
PMD to expand from 12 to 23 markets 



PMD Promotion:  
FileMaker Go Revolutionizes a Business 

¥! 2011: Improve data acquisition & processing 
Ð! PMD Mobile on iPod Touch 4Gs 

Ð! Display reps download daily routes over WiFi 
Ð! Take photos & associate with campaigns 

using FIleMaker Go (no WiFi or 3G) 
Ð! Upload data & photos to a bridge file on  

FileMaker Server over WiFi 
Ð! PMD imports data from bridge file into  

main FileMaker Pro solution 

¥! DEMO! 



PMD Mobile:  
FileMaker Go Development 

¥! Know the operating environment of your Go solution 

¥! Design your Go solution with the device in mind 
(especially important for iPhone/iPod) 

¥! Take advantage of all available resources 

¥! Manage the security of the Go solution 

¥! Do NOT assume persistent connectivity on 
distributed solutions! 



PMD Mobile:  
FileMaker Go/Pro Integration 

¥! Make each solution aware of the otherÕs data status  

¥! Know data transfer & validation requirements 
Ð! Remember, chances are good that a mobile solution will 

spend at least some time in a disconnected state.  

¥! Consider using shadow tables & files 

¥! Have a version upgrade strategy 

¥! Test integration in both controlled & real-world 
environments! 



PMD Mobile:  
3rd-Party Technology 

¥! PHP 

¥! SmartPill plugin 
¥! Google Maps API 

¥! AppleScript 
¥! QR Codes & Microsoft Tags 



PMD Mobile:  
The Bottom Line 

¥! FileMaker Go saved 75% versus native iOS app cost 

¥! Display rep spends 33% less time on each route 
¥! 85% reduction in route processing time 

¥! $40K+ annual direct ROI 
¥! Revenue has increased significantly since inception 

“PMD Mobile based on FileMaker Go & FileMaker 
Pro 11 has revolutionized our business.” 

    - Dean Stallone, CEO, PMD Promotion 
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